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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate (1) factors related to the farmers’
social and economic conditions, (2) the farmers’ general conditions and processes of sugarcane
production, (3) the farmers’ opinions on factors related to deciding planting sugarcanes, and (4)
the farmers’ problems and suggestions dealing with sugarcane plantation. This research was a
survey study. The population of the study was 898 farmers planting sugarcanes during 2015 to
2016 in Nong Yai Sub - District, Phon Thong District, Roi Et Province. Random sampling was
employed to gain 167 farmers as the participants of the study. The structured interview was used
in collecting data. The data obtained was analyzed with SPFF software spreadsheets. The
statistics used in analyzing were frequency, percentage, maximum, minimum, mean, and standard
deviation. The findings revealed that (1) the farmers of the study were 44.37 years old in average,
had 4.22 members for each household, and had overall experiences in sugarcane planting for 9.
10 years. They had plantation area for 18.45 rai (1 rai = 1600 m?) in average, had workers in each
household for 2.16 people, gained incomes from sugarcane plantation during 2015 to 2016 for
10,910.78 baht/ rai, and spent money for sugarcane investments during 2015 to 2016 for 5,688.02
bath/rai. (2) Most of the farmers planted sugarcanes during the rainy season. They had soil
preparation before the plantation for 2.88 times in average, and kept the previous sugarcanes for
3.19 years to harvest. The water used in the plantation was dependent on the rain. Every farmer
of the study used chemical manure and pesticide in sugarcane production. Three from four parts
of the farmers paid workers for harvesting and burnt the sugarcanes before harvest. The farmers
their own sold the sugarcanes to sugar factories. More than half of the farmers had never been
trained about sugarcane plantation. (3) Marketing, product contribution, and promotion of the
sugarcane products affected the farmers’s decision in planting sugarcanes in a very high level.
(4) The farmers had problems in making a decision of sugarcane plantation in a moderate level.
The farmers of the study suggested that the government should collaborate with agents selling
cheap sources of sugarcane production. Also, the government should determine the steady price

of sugarcanes and systematically, fast run the ques for harvesting from the factories.

Keywords: Decision making relating factors, Sugarcane plantation, Roi Et Province
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